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| “At Bethany there is no Past, only the Present and Future Hope !” I

No Witnesses! No proof! There was nothing but the testimonies of the accuser and the accused, nothing but the
hint of wrongdoing — and no hard evidence to corroborate the plaintiff’s complaint. How could the truth possibly
come to light? The situation looked grim for King Solomon, who was approached by two women to solve a dispute
over a child. Both women had given birth to a baby boy in the same house, but one of the children had died. The
Bible relates the plaintiff’s accusation, and both women claimed the living baby.

Seems that all Solomon had was one woman’s word against the other’s. Both had reason to lie. A lesser king
might have thrown up his hands in defeat, but not Solomon. He knew that when human understanding proved to be
inadequate, the infinite understanding of God, the Divine Mind, was an unfailing guide, impelling him to make
nothing less than a just judgment.

What did Solomon do? He called for a sword and acted as though the solution was to divide the child between the
two women. The defendant — to whom the child did not belong — encouraged him to carry through. But the plaintiff,
the mother of the child, responded with a mother’s love: “Oh my lord, give her the living child, and in no way slay
it,” she said. The women’s disparate responses gave Solomon the insight he needed to make a fair decision and to
deliver the child into the hands of his mother. The conflict was resolved without a fight, the evil exposed and
destroyed by Solomon’s understanding of Truth.

As events play out on the world stage with conflicts in various parts of the globe, with disparities between
countries and with environmental concerns being raised, the story of Solomon takes on new relevance. There is much
speculation about the appropriateness of policies, conflicting scientific assertions and opposing ideologies. What to
believe? What action to take?

Like Solomon, we can pray to bear witness to the Mind that can never falter or fail to discern what needs to be
discerned. The human mind may be limited and easily fooled, swayed, confused or confounded but, the Divine Mind
is fully reliable. God is not limited by inexperience or subject to the pressures of time or politics. Looking to Infinite
Intelligence for guidance, results in clear direction and wise decision making.

Solomon was able to partake of discernment because of his humility. He gave up ego in favor of a conception of
himself as having the “understanding heart” that every one of God’s ideas has. This is the understanding that cuts
through the darkness and confusion and leads to breaking down human barriers — political, social, economic or
personal.

Solomon’s response to the women didn’t spring from an attempt to reconcile or make sense of the claims of two
warring minds. He took action based on what God directed him to do. Truth uncovered the powerlessness of evil.
Truth still uncovers the powerlessness of evil. Rather than give in to the speculation and skepticism about the current
issues we face, rather than attempt to make sense of conflicting claims, we can rest on the knowledge
that Divine Mind is the source of wisdom, expressing wisdom through each of His ideas.

Fear that evil is devious enough to outwit good is mistaken. The Omniscient Mind that In His Light,
guided Solomon provides the intelligence and direction that conquers evil. And, when we
humbly turn to God for guidance, we cannot help seeing Truth come to light — and conflicts 71‘@
resolve.
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WEEKLY MASSES h
Saturday - - Cancelled
Sunday - 9:00 AM * \\v W'ﬂ‘“\:ﬁf
Wednesday- - Cancelled =
RECONCILIATION & PASTORAL MEETINGS

By Appointment (413) 324-1164

September Schedule
Eucharistic Ministers  Ministers of the Word

Dates to Remember
September 2026

* HAPPY x
LABOR DAY

May God bless all who work,
provide for their families,
serve their communities,

and make our nation stronger.

6th Ron, Paula Ann
13th Ron, Paula Ann
20th Ron, Paula Ann
27th  Ron, Paula Ann

Beth, Ron
Catherine, Jayne
Ron, Paula Ann
Beth, Dan

Bethany Food Drive

We will continue collecting non-perishable food items for
area food pantries. Please drop off your donations of

canned goods and dry goods, and leave them in the foyer.

VUNGEp Thank You for your constant generosity.
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6th: SUN. 9:00 AM Lord’s Day Mass

“Hunger never takes a vacation.”

> 13th: SUN. 9:00 AM Lord’s Day Mass
\
A w 20th: ~ SUN. 9:00 AM Lord’s Day Mass

27th: SUN. 9:00 AM Lord’s Day Mass
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W A memorial to your loved ones.
Have a loved one who has gone home to our Lord
celebrated at
Bethany’s “Memorial Mass”, being held on
Sunday, November 1st, 2026.

(This mass is to remember any loved one who has passed,
whether it was in the last year, or the last 100 years)

Please bring or send a picture, the person’s name and date of death,
to Fr. Jude, no later than October 11th, 2026.

(Picture, name and date of death will be put on a memorial candle)
Please call the church for more information.
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As we enter the month
of September, may we embrace
this new season as an opportunity
to grow in faith, renew our hearts,
and serve one another in love.
May Bethany continue to be a place
where all are welcome, all are valued,
and all are led closer to Christ.
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Remember, before the service, be silent
and speak to the Lord. During the
service, let the Lord speak to you.
,After the service, speak to one another.”
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WORSHIP - LISTEN - FELLOWSHIP
Together in Christ

FAITH 1t COMMUNITY SER PE + TOGETHER IN CHRIST

Be sure to Check out our
Web Site at
www.bethanyccc.org
for more information about
Bethany Charismatic Church.

“Only when we offer our minds to God do we receive
the illumination of His wisdom.”
Father Bede Griffiths




